So              COMMISSIONER RAILTON

doubt, and c R.J was no exception. While travelling
to the city a few days before Christmas, 1880, he
writes:

1 Surely if ever Providence did its level best against any-
body and anything- it's against me and this expedition. I
often think of that " stars in their courses " text. But,
thank God, the stars got badly hit this time, for this Sisera
will neither despair, run, nor be down, to oblige them.

' We ought to invent a new " S," which should, if pos-
sible, be such as to do for as many languages as possible.
We'll put our mark everywhere yet. If I am to be crushed,
you may be sure I'll make the machinery pretty hot before it
gets through ! *

Neither would the St. Louis authorities have him
on the streets. A man who tore round the town, making
the peaceful Sabbath echo with announcements and
Invitations to weird gatherings, starting rows in
saloons, was not to be tolerated.

In his first American ' War Cry ' he tells us his
plan of campaign :

* It struck me that the authorities of the city could have
no power over the iced Mississippi, especially on the Illinois
side. So after distributing handbills to the host of men
hard at work all Sunday sawing and hauling ice to the
store houses, I went over to the part where the skaters
were, and began to sing:

Sinners, whither would you wander ?

Whither would you stray?
Oh, remember, life is slender,

JTis T>ut a short day.

' It was quite a novelty to have n congregation come
skating round one at a speed that made it seem certain
some would overturn the others, but they were too skilful
for that. I felt blessedly at home whilst urging them to
seek God.'

The first ' War Cry ' appeared in January, 1881,
and was published in St. Louis, where the Commis-
sioner, for the time being, had his Headquarters, once
again in a cellar. The paper appeared at irregular
intervals, for, to quote from the first number: ' " War